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transitional issues, still unchanged, even when the Pallas
of the reverse has been entirely modified into a more
modern and refined type.

The easiest way to identify the late issues of the
archaic series, with which we have been dealing, is to
note that they bear the letter Q on both sides, not only
beneath the Pegasus as usual, but also behind the head
of Pallas

PERIOD II.   EARLIEST TRANSITIONAL SERIES.
Cm?. 451-448 B.C. (?).

The sudden break in the Corinthian series, between
the coins which continue to copy the archaic Pallas head,
though in a refined style, and those which introduce the
first new types of the portrait of the goddess, must
probably be placed about the year 455-450, and may
synchronize, perhaps, with the "Five Years' Trace" of
451. Corinth, beaten in her first struggle with Athens,
and deprived of all her Eastern trade, may probably
have revised her mint arrangements about this time.

The archaic Pallas head, found on all previous coins,
had been distinguished by the back hair being arranged
in a long queue, falling down to the nape of the neck,
while the front hair was dressed in one or more knobby
curls on the temples There was always a necklace of
beads round the throat.

But there came a complete change in every detail when
the first transitional Pallas was portrayed. In the middle
of the still well-marked incuse square we find a very
severe head of an almost masculine type, with little hair
visible, for it has been drawn up and tucked under the
helmet, so that nothing is to be seen of it save a narrow